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Take Heed to the Miniſtry whack thou haſt received in 
the Lord, that thou fulfil it : (Col. iv. 17.) Warning 
every Man, and teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, 
that thou mayeſt preſent every Man perfect in Chnſt 
Jeſus. Col. i. 28, 
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727 is well known that many judicious, 
regular, and ſerious Clergymen are 
branded with the Names of Methodiſts 
and Enthuſiaſts, f they have not the 
leaſt Connection with the Methodiſts, 
nor ſhew the leaſt Signs of being Enthu- 
ſiaſts, unleſs real Piety, and a fervent 
well-regulated Zeal are to be accounted 
Fnthbfafm. Theſe opprobrious Names 
are often given them by ſome Cler, t, 
who preach in a, careleſs, unediſying 
Manner, and allow themſelves in the 
faſhtonable Gateties and Follies of the 
Age, and eſpecially in the Profanation 
of the Sabbath. —Magy of the People too 
nearly reſemble theſe Miniſters, and too 
much love to have them act, as they do; 
Ha in Cities and great Towns. 
are afraid of any one, who comes 
too cloſe to them, either out of. the 
Pulpit, or in it. Some of the more 
A 3 Zealous 
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6 
zealous Clergy fbend their Time and 
Zeal about Notions, and Phraſes, and 
feu of them (comparatively) underſtand 
paſtoral Duty. —Theſe Things, as they 
lead Men away from vital actical 
Holineſs, ſhould be lamented, but ſhould 
not diſcourage good Minafters from do- 
ing what they can to ſerve their Fellow- 
Creatures ; for there are even yet ſome 
grave, ſober, rational Chriſtians, who 
will hear and be edify'd.. Nu 


Gil 


is Contraſt between the conſcien- 
tous faithful Minzſter, and the world- 
ly-minded unfaithful one, is therefore 
publyfhed, that iti Readers may clearly 
 taſcern. what Kind of Miniſters are 
laudable; or what are ameable ; whach 
of them in their. Doctrine and Life 
alear molt worthy the Nene of Min 
ters of Jeſus Chriſt ; and conſequently 
which of them deſerve the Attendance, 
Eſteem and Affection of thoſe, who judge 
of Religion by the New Teſtament, 
and are really concerned for their own 
Salvation, and that of others. I it 
ſhould accidentally expoſe the * 
H ; an 
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aud worldly "Clergy to Content 
Negleck, 15 may here Tee, an 

how they may retrieve their Chenin, 
and inſure Eſteem, Reverence, and Suc- 
ceſs in their Miniſtrations: And all 
uch would do well ſeriouſly to conſder 
what the learned and venerable Bis$HOP 
BULL long ago obſerved. *©* That 
« Preacher. ſays'He, who ts not. cloath- 
© ed with Righteouſneſs and Zeal, th 
* otherwiſe 71g hily adorned with all the 
* Ornaments of human and divine Li- 
* terature ; and theſe g ilded over with 
© the Rays of „ 5 — Prudence and 
Sagacity, is nevertheleſs u naked, beg- 
* garly, deſpicable Creature: of nv 
« Authority, no He or 6 poet in thi 


rel of God. May every Mi- 
miſter, 1 *EPAPHRAS, J f ne 


« Miniſter of Clirs Giri!” (Ol, i. J faith- 


ful to Goc 


ret, to his Patron, 

Pariſtuoners, | bid. es, Vows, and Edu- 

cations fe for faithfu comprehends every 

heh, "and completes in angie Word 
aracter i a Miniſter, 


M1 


A ſhort Sketch, by which the faithful 
_ Miniſters of CHRIS H may be known 
from the unfauhful, 


ee "5 


to mine Heart, all feed you with Knoꝛu- 
L ledge, and Unterfanding” Jer is f 


The Character of a faithful Miniſter. 
HE has good Ends and Views in taking 
Orders, and purſuing his Work. He 
is (as He profeſſes to be at his Ordination) 
really moved by the Hol Y Gnosr, [See . 
the Appendix] has a genuine Principle of 
Love to God and Chriſt, and deep Con- 
cern for the Salvation of Himſelf, and his 
Hearers. He takes no ſinful, indirect, or 
ſuſpicious Methods to get a Living, but 
ſubmits himſelf to Providence, and is not 
eager to be rich himſelf, or to leave his 
Family ſo. He labours e as he has 
Ability and Opportunity. Godlineſs is his 
Gain, and ſerving Chriſt the Fruit of his 
Labours, and the End of his Life. 


He may alſo be known by his Doctrine. 


He will not deny the Dignity of human 
Nature, as ſuperior to the brutal ; but he 
infiſts much on the Depravity, Guilt, Pollu- 
47 N | tion 
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A ſhort Sketch, by which the faithful 


Miniſters of Cux1sT may be known 
from the unfattſ ful. 


ils is the Chaf to the Wheas, ſaith the Lon i- 


Jer. xxiii. 28, 


rue Character of an unfaithful Miniſter. 


E undertakes the Work either from 

Sloth, or neceſſity, or from Pride, 
and a Defire to live in Affluence. He 
flatters the rich, or great, be they ever ſo 
irreligious, to get Preferment: and by 
ſoothing them in their Vices, eſpouſing 
their political Schemes and Meaſures, or by 
other ſinful, or mean Compliances, courts 
their Patronage. He contrives to preach, 
and do as little as he can, and employs others 
to do the Work, allowing them ſcantily. 
Gain is his Godlineſs : : © He ſerves not 
*the Lond CraisT, but his own, Belly“ 
(Rom. xvi. 18.) and makes it his main Care 
to get as much of % World's Good, and live 
as much at his Eaſe, as He can. Jer. xxiii. 
1 Ge 2. Tim. vi. 5. 


He may alſo be known by his DoArine. 


He dwells muck on the Dignity of hu- 
man Nature; denies that there is Need. for 
any profeſling Chriſtians (eſpecially thoſe, 

5 n 


| 3 The faithful Miniſter, 


4 tion and Weakneſs,” as knowing that this 

is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the 
| Foundation of Converſion, and of all true 
Religion. Rom. Ch. ii. and iii. 


He inſiſis much on the Neceſſity of divine 
Grace, and the Influence of the Holy 
Spirit, to enlighten Mens Underſtandings, 
| to convince. them of their Guilt and Pollu- 
tion, to /hew. them their Need of a Saviour, 
4 of Repentance and of Faith in Him: And 
| He direQs them to pray for this Spirit, 


He preaches Chriſt, his Perſon, Offices, 
| atoning Blood, Merits and Interceſſion, as 
= the Ground of our Hope of Pardon, Ac- 

eeptance and eternal Life; yet ſtrongly 
urges the Neceſſity of moral Duties and 
Obedience, but chiefly by Motives taken 
i from the Goſpel and peculiar to it. Tit. 
8 nt." 4—9. 1 Cor. i. the nine firſt Vetſes, 


'F He aims to detect the Hypocrite and ex- 
5 poſe the Formaliſt: to convince and awak- 
en the ſelf-deceiving Sinner; and, knowing 
the Terrors of the Lord, he diſplays them 
in all their Force to perſuade Men; enen 
Eh | them 


The wfeszbful" Miniſter. 4 


who are. not notoriduſly wicked). to be con- 
vertes.;. and addreſſes Himſelf to all his 
Hearers, as if they werte real Chriſtians, 
and Heirs of Heaven. Jon ix. 4-48 ,7% 


He dwells, much on the Power and Will 
of Man, denying; or ſeldom mentioning, 
the Aids of the Holy Spirit, extolls the 
Merit of our own Works, and, in ſe doing, 
leads Men to expect Salvation by their own 
partial and imper felt Obedience. John xv. 
1. | | 


2015: 


* "= Nee 
He ſeldom mentions CHRIST, or only as 
a Teacher, recommending Virtue, from the 
Motives, and in the Manner; which an 
Heathen Philoſopher would do, and does not 
appear fond of Scripture- Language. Phe 


Faith He preaches is an Aſſent to the . 


of the Goſpel, without relying on the Me. 

rits of it's bleſſed Author, and ſeeking 

Strength from his Holy Spirit. 1 Cor. ii. 2, 
and the ike Texts. UID 3 


He dwells on mere external Forms and 


Duties: Such as coming to Chureh, re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, being decent, ho- 
neſt, and occaſionally charitable; but he 
is very ſparing in ſetting before! Men the 
eDA>q! A 6 


Demerit 


QI 
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5 The faithful Miniſter. 


them to ſearch and try themſelves ; and he 
reproves, rebukes and exhorts, faithfully 
declaring the whole Counſel of Go. As 
xx. 27, Iſaiah. 7. Fer. 1. 8. > 


He repreſents Religion as an inward, ex- 

perimental Thing, endeavours to bring Men 
to make Heart-work of it ; recommends 
Self-Examination, ſecret Prayer, conſtant 
Watchfulneſs, and an habitual Senſe of 
Gop, in order to obtain the Help of the 
Spirit to purify the Heart, regulate the 
Paſſions, and promote univerſal Holineſs, 
2 Cor. v. 17, 20. Rom. xii. 2. 


All hes Aim and Bent is to ſave Souls, and 
He appears deeply ſerious, and much in ear- 


neſt in all his Addreſſes to his Hearers; and 


He is no further ſolicitous to pleaſe, than 


as He may beſt edify them. Gal. i. 10.— 


IV. 19. 1 Cor. X. 33- 


- 
J 


_ The faithful Miniſter moreover may be 


known thus : 


He is in Labours abundant ; preaches 
often; catechizes according to Canon 393 
and with all Gravity, Seriouſneſs and Af- 
feQtion, goes thro* the public Offices, ſo as 
to ſhew that his Heart 1s in his Work ; and 
"| ſpends 


The unfaithful' Miniſter. 6 


Demerit of Sin, and the eternal Ruin which 
will follow it ; propheſying /mooth Things, 
and avoiding what would alarm and terrify. 
2 Cor. v. 11. Iſaiah xxx. 10, Fer. v. 31. 


He reduces the Standard of Religion to 
the Reliſh and Practices of the Sreſens Day ; 
ſays little of inward Religion, and thoſe ſe- 
cret Affections and Exerciſes, of which 
Gop and Crr1sT are the immediate Ob- 
jekts. Self-denial, Subduing their carnal In- 
clinations, Humility in it's ſeveral Branch- 
es, and a Non- conformity to this World, are 
ſeldom urged by Him and even then, he does 
it without deſcending to particular Caſes, 
reſting in Generals. 2 Cor. 11. 17. iv. 2. 


His chief Solicitude is to ſhew his Learn- 
ing, or amuſe his Hearers with ſomethin 
curious and entertaining; and He is cold 
and lifeleſs in addreſſing them on the moſt 
important Topics ; ſo that he does not appear 
- to be in earneſt. Tit. iii. g. : 


The unfaithful Miniſter moreover may be 
known thus : 
He does as little as He can, without lay- 


ing himſelf open to Cenſure and Puniſh- 
ment. He is ſhort, flight and ſuperficial 


in his public Work ; careleſs how it is done, 
175 ſoon 
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ſpends the other Parts of the Sunday in 
Prayer, Reading, Meditation, and the re- 
ligleus Care of his rey as Ew — 18. 
i. | 


He is diligent. in TH 4 haftoral 

Work. Senſible of the Worth of Souls, He 

viſits his Pariſh - from . Houſe, to Houle, 

where he has any Hopes of doing Good by 

ſuch Viſits; inquiring into their State; 

whether they ſanctiſy the Sabbath, teach 

their Children, and maintain Family-Pray- 

ſer. He inſtrutis the ignorant, gives, or lends 

them good Books; endeavours, e e in 

5  Stckneſs, to make and cheriſh good Impreſ- 

1 ſions on their Hearts; and watches for 

their Souls, as one, who muſt give an Ac- 
count. Aﬀs xx. 20. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 


_— — 1 
| oi 2 _ 
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His general Temper and Behaviour is not 
only blameleſs and inoffenfive, but has an 
evident Tincture of Piety, and Zeal. He is 
grave in his Apparel and Language, Telf- 
denying, meek and contented, and charita- 
ble to the poor. Religion appears in all his 
: Converſation : He ſhuns vain Company, 
and all the Places of faſhionable Amuſe- 
ment; and makes it his governing Aim to 
adorn the Doctrine, which he preaches, and 
to ſhine as a light in the World. 1 Tim. 


iv. 1. Titus i. 7. 9. UW 
| IS 
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The unfaithful Miniſter. 8 


ſoon weary of it, and glad when it is finsſh- 
eld: and ſpends the Remainder of the Sun- 


day in vain Company and eee. 
1 Um, iv, a, 16. 5 


He is eh about rbb InſpeRtion] 
and Inſtruction. When he vifits the Sick, 
He.hurries thro' the Form, without an y ſe] 
rious warm Addreſſes to their Conſcience. 
His Converſation with his Pariſh favours 
of the World, and earthly Things, and He 
ſeeks not them, but theirs. 2 Cor. X11. 14. 
15. 2 Tim. ii. 4. 


He loves Sports and Amuſements; is of- 
tener ſeen in the Aſſemblies of Vanity, 
than in the Church, He breaks thro' Ca- 
non 75. He loves the Company of the 
. ſenſual and gay: or, if his Behaviour is re- 
gular and decent, there appears little of a 
devotional, zealous Spirit in Him: and He 
ſpends that Time in literary Amuſement, br 
Ildleneſs, which ſhould be employed for hel 


Service of his F lock, 1 Tim. iv. 13+ 15. 
2 Tim. 11, 16, 


He 
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9 The faithful Miniſter. 


His Behaviour to his Brethren is honour- 
able. He is peaceable and moderate ; 
loves thoſe of every Denomination, who are 

ceable and pious, and wiſhes Succeſs to 
their Labours, &c. rejoices, that Chriſt is 
preached, and Souls are ſaved, tho' by Mi- 
niſters of different Sentiments and Perſua- 
ſions from Himſelf. Phil. 1.18. Rom. xiv. 1. 
2 Tim. ii. 24. 25. © | 


The unfaithful Miniſter. 10 


He often cenſures in public, and ſneers 
in private, his Brethren, who have more 
Piety and Zeal than Hemet calls them 

Enthuſiaſts, however rational they may be; 
or Methodiſts. however unconneQed 
may be with them ; and does what he can 
to injure their CharaQers, and lelſen their 
Efſteera, a and Uſefulneſs, 3 ith Ve $+ 39; 


110 


Theſe 


04] 


Theſe are the Out- lines, or general Marks 
and Evidences, of //a:tkful and unfaithful 
Miniſters. It were eaſy to prove this by 
other oppoſite Texts of Scripture; but the 
Caſe lies plain before the Obſervation of 
every confiderate Man. By this Sketch 
Chriſtians may judge of their Miniſters, 
and fee who are moſt worthy of Attention, 
Reverence, and Efteem. There may be, 
and are, Differences in Sentiment about 
leſſer Matters between faithful Miniſters : 
But it is eaſy to ſee, who preach agreeably 
to the Goſpel, and like Men in Farneſt ; 
giving themſelves wholly to ſpiritual Con- 
cerns and the Care of their Pariſhes, as far 
as is conſiſtent with neceſſary Avocations ; 


| and who preach only for Pay, and neglef the 


Souls committed to their Care. 


Try therefore the Spirits; [1 John iv. 2.] 
Adhere ſteadily to thoſe Miniſters, who ap- 
pear to be faithful and zealous, however 
their Brethren may deſpiſe or cenſure 
them ; and earneſtly pray to the Lord of 
the Harveſt, (Matt. ix. 38.) that he would 
ſend forth many faithful and active Labour- 
ers into his Harveſt, 


L ae 


APPENDIX. 


VERY Miniſter: at his Ordinaios.} is 
aſked this Queſtion by the Biſhop at 
che Altar Do you truſt, that you are 
inwardly moved by the Hol Gnosr to 
_ take upon you this Office ? Do yu think 

*©you are truly called according to the 
„Will of Chriſt,” —And he anſwers i in * 
Affirmative: 

The Meaning of which "x Wes Queſtion 
He ought therefore thoroughly to under- 
ſtand.— An eminent Caſuiſt has unwarily 
declared, [ See Bp. Saunderſon in his Ser- 
mon on 1 Cor. vii. 24. fol. Edition] that, 
He, who has a due regard to his Educati- 
on, Abilitits, and Inclination, may reſt. ſe- 
«cure in his Conſcience, that he has this 
inward Calling to the Miniſtry.“ Is not 
ſuch an Aſſertion (and by ſo great and = 
a Man too) aſtoniſhing ?—lt is ſcarcely cre- 

- dible, (but ſo it is) that He ſhould never ſo 
much, as once mention Holinefs, as a Re- 
quiſite. | 

In Order therefore to give the M 
of this important Queſtion, let it be 9 — 
ed, that there are two Qualifications eſſen- 
tially neceſſary for all ſuch, as are Candi- 
dates for Ordination ; without which they 
cannot juſtly be ſaid to have this inward 


Call, or to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
I. One 


Lag I 


I. One of which is eminent and high De- 
) grees of Love to Chriſt, and Zeal for his 
Glory, whoſe Commiſſion they are to re- 
ceive for feeding his Flock. At the Reſ- 
toration of St. Peter He is thrice aſked 
« Loveſt thou me“? (John xxi. 15. 16 and 
17) and thus injoin'd, © Feed my Sheep— 
Feed my Lambs.*”” For Love is an active 
ö Principle kindled by the Holy Spirit. 
* When thou art converted, ſays our Lord, 

« ſtrengthen thy Brethren.” | 
II. The other Qualification (and an in- 
diſpenſable one it is) is a warm and affecti- 
-onate Zeal for the Good and Salvation of 
Souls, whom Chriſt has purchaſed with his 
moſt precious Blood. 37 Sy 
- 'A Minifter ſnould not only have Quali- 
ties and Endowments to be outwardly tried, 
and to be outwardly call'd, but he muſt like- 
wiſe be conſcious of the internal SanRity of 
his own Heart: He muſt have Holineſs as 
well as Education, Abilities, and Inclination. 
The inward Motion, or Call to the Mini- 
ſtry, is the Work of God's Holy Spirit, evi- 
denced by it's Fruits. — And the Quęſtion is 
Do you truſt that you are inwardly mov- 

ed (or called) by the Holy Ghoſt? 
It is to be wiſhed that every Clergyman 
would, at leaſt once in a Quarter, read 
1 over the Form of ordaining Prieſts and 
4 Deacons ; and that their Hearers would 
| ] likewiſe 


[ 14 J 


likewiſe occaſionally read it, that they may 
better be — to judge how far their 
Miniſters do or do not, att confeftentlywithit. 

It is much to be wiſhed, that every one, 
who intends to take Orders, would frequent- 
ly read with great Diligence Bis nor Bux- 
NET's PASTORAL CARE, and be particular- 
ly attentive to the following EXTRACTS 
rom it. 

„The firſt Queſtion, ſays the Biſhop, 
(Page 96) dich is put in the Ordination 
Office of Deacons is, Do you truſt, that 
you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt 
© to take upon you this Office, to ſerve God , for 
** the promoting of his Glory, and the edifying 
*9 f bis People 1575 To which the Anſwer 
is, 45 J tru Fs ”— Certainly the Anſwer, 
which 1s made to this ought to be well con- 
ſidered : For if any one ſays I truſt fo,” 
who yet knows nothing of any ſuch Motion, 
and can give no Account of it, He lies to 
the Holy Ghoſt, and make his firſt Appear- 
ance at the Altar with a Lie in his Mouth; 
and that not to Men, but to God: And how 
can any one expect to be received by God, 
or to be ſent and ſealed by Him, who dares 
do a Thing of ſo crying a Nature, as to pre- 
tend, that He truſts He has this Motion, who 
knows, that He has it not, who has made no 
Reflections, on it, and, when aſked what he 
means by it, can lay Nothing concerning 
| it ; 


[Ss] 


it; And yet He dares venture to come and 
ſay ĩt before God, and the Church. 


Some perhaps, ſays the ſame Biſhop, 
(Page 97) may laugh at this, as an enthuſi- 
Queſtion, who will yet go through with 

the Office. They come to Chriſt for the 


| Loaves: They hope to live by the Altar, 


and the Goſpel, how little ſoever they ſerve 
at the one, or preach the other : They will 
jay any Thing. therefore which is neceſſary 
for qualifying” them 0 this, whether rue or 

. 
f The real FEM of this important 
Queſtion continues the Biſhop, muſt be re- 
folved thus: (Page 98) The Motives, which 
ought to — ak az Man to dedicate him- 
ſelf to the Miniſtry of the Church, are a 
Zeal for promoting the Glory of God: for 
raiſing the Honour of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on; for making ĩt to be better underſtood ; 
and more ſubmitted to. He, who loves it, 


and feels the Excellency of it Himſelf, who 
has a due Senſe of God's -Gopdnefs: in it to 


Mankind, and who is entirely poſſeſs'd 
with that, will feel a Zeul within himſelf, for 
communicating it! to others, that ſo le 
only; true God, and Jeſus Chrife whom He hath 


ſent,” (John xvii: g.) may be more univer- 
ally glorifyd and ſerved by his Crea- 
tures. And, when to tis He has added, a 


Concerw/for ue Souls of Men, a Tenderneſs 
£ Or 
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for them; a Zeal to reſcue them from end- 
leſs Miſery, and a Defire to put them in the 
War to everlaſting Happineſs; and from 
theſe Motives feels in Himſelf a Dęſire to de- 
dicate his Life and Labours to theſe: Ends; 
and, in Order to them, ſtudies to underſtand 
the Scriptures, and more particularly the 
New Tęſtament; that from, thence he may 
form a true Notion of this holy Religion, 
and ſo be an able Miniſter of it, this Man, 
and only this Man, ſo moved, and ſo qualify'd, 
can in Truth, and with a-good Conſcience 
anſwer, that He truſts he is inwardly; mo- 
ved by the Holy GH. | 

For a Fear before any one comes to be 
ordained, as the Biſhop adviſes, (Page 113) 
He ſhould every fit Sunday of the, Month 
read over the Ordination Oſſice ve mw | 
berately; and frame Reſolutions, conform 
the ſeveral Parts of it, and (if He nos 
an Opportunity) receive the Sacrament on it, 
with a ſpecial Set of private Devotions relat- 
ing to his Intention. He ſhould moreover 
read that ſacred and ſolemn Office every 
Sunday during the laſt Quarter before his 
Ordination. 
How heavya Part of the B 5 Officer 
it be, as He feelingly obſerves, (Page 115) to 
ordain thoſe, againſt whom perhaps there I 
no juſt Objection, ſo that, according tothe 
. * Rules wo = W He Can» 


not 
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LJ | 
y them ; and yet he ſees Nothing in 
dien gives Him Courage and Cheer- 
They do not ſeem to have that 


e to God, that Zeal for Chriſt, that 
Tenderneſs for Souls, that Mecknefs and 


Humility, that Mortiſication and Deadneſs 
to the World, which becomes the Charatler 


4 Profeſſion they undertake, 


It is certain however, ſays He, that Or- | 
Fes: are not given by all Biſhops ( Page 2355 


with that Anxiety, and Caution, which the 


Importance of the Matter requires. And, 
if a Perſon is in Orders (perhaps qualify'd 


for a lower Station) yet he may want Qua- 


lifications neceſſary for a greater Cure: 
And the-Grownds, on which a Preſentation | 
can be denied, are ſo narrow, that a Biſhop 


may be under great Difficulties, who 18 
Anous He cannot ſtand the Lau- Suit, to 
which He lies open, when He refuſes to 


2 with the Patron's Nomination. 
 Patron's therefore ought to look on them- 
rer as bound io have a facred Regard to 


this Truſt, which is veſted 1 in them, and to 
very carefully what is the Nature of 


the RBenefice, which they give, and what et 
the Qualifications of the Perſon they p 9 75 


to it: Otherwiſe the Souls, which may 
loſt by a bad Nomination, whatſoever may 


ry hon their ed it, will be requi 
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